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# 1 Nebraska 31, West Virginia 0 


August 28, 1994 
Giants Stadium * East Rutherford, N.J. 
Attendance: 58,233 


one knows that better than Nebraska. The Cornhuskers, 

the first team to play in the game three times, defeated 
West Virginia 31-0 at Giants Stadium on Aug. 28, in their third 
Classic. 

Nebraska's two previous opponents in the Kickoff Classic, 
Penn State in 1983 and Texas A&M in 1988, saw high preseason 
expectations turn to disappointment after losing to the 
Cornhuskers. Neither was ranked in the final Associated Press 
poll. 

In fact, only four teams that have lost in the Kickoff Classic 
have been ranked at season’s end. Ohio State, loser to Alabama 
in the 1986 game, 16-10, was the highest, at No. 7. 

For that matter, the winning teams in the Kickoff Classic, 
though ranked in the final AP poll, haven't always finished in 
the Top 10. Only six of 11 have managed to do so, and only 
Florida State, last season, has gone on to earn a national champi- 
onship. 

Nebraska finished No. 2 in 1983 and Notre Dame was ranked 
second in 1989, having opened with a 36-13 win against Virginia 
in Kickoff Classic VII. 

With that in mind, the Cornhuskers traveled to East 
Rutherford, N.J., and made short work of West Virginia, which, 
like Nebraska, was com- 
ing off an 11-0 regular 
First Downs season in 1993. 

Rushing The Kickoff Classic 

Passing doesn’t count against 

Penalty the NCAA limit of regu- 
Rushing Attempts lar-season games. Not 
Net yards rushing only does it add ae; 

it causes participants to 
begin preseason prac- 
tices early, increasing 
the length of an already 
long season. 

On the positive side, 


Pe: in the Kickoff Classic is something of a gamble. No 


Net yards passing 
Passes attempted 
Passes completed 
Had intercepted 

Total plays 


Total net yards Nebraska received 


Avg. gain per play 6.1 
Possession time 33:52 


about a half million dol- 
lars for playing in the 
game. That’s money it 
doesn’t have to share with other teams in the Big Eight. 

Conference rules regarding money from the game were 
changed after the Cornhuskers played in the 
first Kickoff Classic in 1983. 

For football benefits, Nebraska regained 
considerable national respect in winning at 
Giants Stadium. The victory was a good TEAM 
first step in what well could be another un |Nebraska 
at the elusive national championship. i 


W. Virginia 


3 
0 


RUSHING LEADERS 


NEBRASKA 
Player Att. Yds. Avg. Long TD 
Frazier 12 130 10.8 42 3 
Phillips PELs beteys Wash! ahs} 0 
Schlesinger 8 31 3.9 13 0 
Childs Ay 3807 Bybee 0 
Benning 5 TRS NE} 7 0 


Player 
Walker 
Barber 


Player 


Player 
Boykin 
Johnston 


Player 
Baul 
Phillips 


Muhammad 


Player 


Att. Yds. Avg. Long ID 
12 46 38 13 0 
6 24 38 11 0 


WEST VIRGINIA 


PASSING LEADERS 


NEBRASKA 


16/8 


0 


WEST VIRGINIA 


Att./Comp.Int. Yds. TD 
100 1 


Att./Comp.Int. Yds. TD 


13/4 
6/2 


0 
0 


19 


RECEIVING LEADERS 


NEBRASKA 
No. Yds. Long 
3 46 23 
2iZ 11 
fees 23 
WEST VIRGINIA 
No. Yds. Long 


Vanterpool 3 


50 


31 


2 


3 


21 0 


0 
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SCORE BY QUARTERS 
bi 
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EXECUTIVE 


Brent White, Team Industries, Lincoln 

Mike Webb, Barry’s Bar & Grill, Lincoln 

Terry Randone, Midwest Hair Replacement, Omaha 
Jim Bish, Winning Intersports Nostalgia, Manassas, Va. 
Jim Heckman, Sports Image, Seattle, Wash. 

Donald R. Peterson, FirsTier, Omaha 

Fern Spencer, FirsTier, Lincoln 

Quality Buick Dealers, Nebraska 

Rick Heuertz, Mid-Continent Bottlers, Omaha 

Mike Stoman, Mid-Continent Bottlers, Omaha 

Susan Stoehr, N Street Drive-In, Lincoln 

Leland Holdt, Security Mutual Life, Lincoln 

Tom Henning, Security Mutual Life, Lincoln 

Jeff Willard, Best Western Regency West Hotel, Omaha 
Al Gilmore, Blue Cross & Blue Shield, Omaha 

Kathy McMichael, Husker Heaven, Omaha 

First National Bank of Omaha 

Gary M. Baker, American Family Insurance, Omaha 
Kirkpatrick Pettis, Omaha, Lincoln, Columbus 
Borsheim’s Fine Jewelry, Omaha 


Carper’s “O” Street Carpet, Lincoln 

David Kovar, Pearle Vision Center, Lincoln, Grand Island 

Jeff Jarecke, CableVision, Lincoln 

Dean Jessick, Husker Glass, Inc., Omaha & Lincoln 

D. Doc Chaves, Ameritas Life Insurance, Lincoln 

Ron Wolfe, Diamond Vogel Paint Center, Omaha 

Mike Pawloski, Continental Pool & Spa, Inc., Omaha 

Clarence G. Albertson, Cornhusker International Trucks, Inc., Lincoln 
L. Livingston, Big Red Shop, Lincoln 

Ronald J. Palagi Law Offices, Omaha 

John & Mike Lindley, Lindleys Men’s Wear, Omaha 

John “Bubba” Lawlor, Lawlor’s Sporting Goods, Omaha, Lincoln 
Howard Misle, Park Place Chevrolet & Imports, Inc., Lincoln 
Mark Matousek, Lincoln Telephone/Cellular, Lincoln, Omaha 
Blair Vogel, Diamond Products, Marshalltown, lowa 

Randy Heying, Vogel Graphic Services, Orange City, lowa 

Gary Michaels Clothiers, Hastings 

Jack Bock, Beef Club President, UNL 

Don Bryant, Touchdown Club, UNL 


Heidi Cuca, Marketing Manager, Nebraska Athletics 


SALUTE TO OUR NU BOOSTERS 


Show your true colors with these Nebraska 
Licensed Athletic Shoes. These hot mommas 
have soft white leather uppers with padded 
collar and tongue, and 
non-marking rubber outsole. 


A $70.00 value, now for $54.95 


(plus $10.00 S & H) 
And with quick UPS delivery, 
they'll be on your feet in a flash. 


1-300-955-5646 


? Address 

TCi\a= a ee Stale eID. 

j (No P.O. Boxes Please) 

: Daytime Phone: 

: Sizes(s) Men Sizes(s) Women 

4 __CHECK _AMEX _ VISA _ DISCOVER _MC 

:CreditCard#__——— t—“‘CSNOCOCOC‘#E)~ Dale 

? Signature 

i Mail To: Collegiate Corp. Logos ¢ 1631 1st Avenue South, 

Birmingham, AL 35233. Fax orders to (205)326-2808. 

Phone orders 1-800-955-5646. 
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18 Back To School 


Not content with living on old newspaper clippings, 
Heisman Trophy winner Johnny Rodgers returned to 
school to get the degree he began working toward more 
than 20 years ago. 


24 The Gambler 


Despite playing basketball for Division I] Mankato State 
near his home, Tom Wald left everything behind and 
came to Nebraska to see if he has the skills to play on 
the next level. 


26 Comfortable 


Since starting as a true freshman, Troy Dumas has 
suffered through plenty of ups and downs. Now in his 
senior year, he’s starting at strongside linebacker and 
for the first time feels truly ... 


28 A Natural Born Killer 


A bench player no more, All-America candidate Kelly 
Aspegren is out to prove she’s as good as advertised. 


by Steve Sipple 


DEPARTMENTS 


G State of the Huskers 15 Overview 

8-9 Notebook 16 Scouting Wyoming 
10 Reviewing Pacific 22 Recruiting 

14 Statistics 


Our next issue (Oct. 8 — Vol. 14, No. 11) will review Wyoming and preview the Big Eight opener 
against Oklahoma State. Recruiting will focus on offensive linemen. 
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Nebraska Athletic Scholarship D: i 
the awit pay ioe arr ae U N I VY E R S$ I T ye 0 F 
Cornhusker Athletic Program, sharing in the 

NEBRASKA 


victories and championships, and assisting 
deserving student-athletes in all 21 sports. 


The cost of providing these academic and 
athletic opportunities has increased dramati- 
cally over the past few years. Although only two of the 21 sports offered 
at the University of Nebraska are "revenue producing" sports, the Athletic 
Department has remained a self-supporting auxiliary unit. It is one of 
the few institutions in the nation that receives NO state appropriations, 
institutional assistance or student fees. 


Scholarship 
Donor Levels 
Tickets 

and 

Parking 
Information 


Continued financial assistance from individuals and corporations who 
believe in Nebraska Athletics will allow us to maintain nationally 
prominent programs that provide our student-athletes the opportunity to 
excel, and exciting events for our fans. Scholarship donors receive 
certain benefits as outlined on the graph below. Donations are tax 
deductible, as allowed by law. You should consult your tax adviser to 
determine specific tax advantages. Most important, your support 
directly benefits the young men and women athletes attending this 
institution. 
Touchdown Big Red Husker Husker Director's 
Club Cattle Award Award Club 
* When preferred football and basket- or yo5. Se 
ball seating and parking becomes 
available, requests are filled based 
on the level of donation and length WINDOW DECAL 
of participation as a scholarship 
donor. The numbers on the right 
indicate which order seating and Nivel) Fate) 
parking requests are filled. Director's 
Club members (#1) have the highest 
priority, Husker Award Gold mem- 
bers (#2) have the second highest SPORTS PRESS RELEASE 
priority and on down the line. 


TAX DEDUCTION N 


NEWSLETTER 


ATHLETIC PRESS GUIDES 


INVITE TO SOCIAL EVENTS 


LAPEL PIN OR CERTIFICATE 


TICKET AND PARKING PRIORITY OLYMPIC SPORT ADMISSION FASS 
CAN ONLY BE OBTAINED BY 

MEMBERSHIP IN THE CLUBS LISTED 
ON THE RIGHT. SEASON TICKET PRIORITY 


RECOGNITION DINNER 


—-——eme ZBEEKREEKREREA 


PARKING PRIORITY* 


YES, I want to become a Nebraska Athletic Scholarship Donor by becoming a member in the club that | have marked below: 


1 Director's Club ¢ $5,000 and up CG) Big Red Cattle Club * $500 - $999 - Check payable to Big Red Cattle Club 

O) Husker Award Gold * $2,000 - $4,999 O) Touchdown Club * $250 - $499 - Check payable to Touchdown Club of Nebraska 
O Husker Award Silver * $1,000 - $1,999 C1 Husker Beef Club * $250 - $499 - Check payable to Husker Beef Club 

O Husker Award Bronze * $500 - $999 O Scarlet Club * $100 - $249 - Check payable to Scarlet Club 


(Checks payable to University of Nebraska 
Foundation for the four clubs above) 


C1 | prefer my membership listed as a personal supporter: OR  (OIprefer my membership listed in the name of my business: 


Name ee Bitsy ee Spouse's Name, —— = = ___ Birthday 

Address —— = —_ —_ _ City, State, Zip _ ae _* 
Business Name = = ’ — = 
Business Address — = __ City, State, Zip = 


Home Phone ___ Business Phone _ 


C1 You may list my membership in game programs 
| would like to request season tickets for: J Football Basketball | would like to request parking for: 1 Football O Basketball 
Please return this form and your check to: Athletic Development Office, 200 West Stadium, Lincoln, NE 68588-0233 or call (402) 472-2367 for information. 


inclusion into the Nebraska 

Football Hall of Fame. The for- 
mer Cornhusker wide receiver was 
among 11 honored by the Nebraska 
Chapter of the National Football 
Foundation during the weekend of 
Sept. 23. He and eight others who 
played at Nebraska were recognized 
in halftime ceremonies at the 
Cornhuskers’ game against Pacific. 

Trev Alberts, the fifth player 
picked in the 1994 NFL draft, is 
being inducted automatically, as 
a result of his winning the 
Butkus Award last season as the 
nation’s top collegiate line- 
backer. The chapter’s executive 
committee has chosen E.E. 
Mockett, Nebraska’s first foot- 
ball captain in 1890, and Lee 
Penney, who earned three letters 
in the early 1930s, for induction 
this year. 

Those Cornhuskers chosen in 
a vote of chapter members are: 
Charles Duda, Joe Armstrong, 
Daryl White, Neil Smith, 
Broderick Thomas and 
Anderson, who lettered in 1971, 
1972 and 1973. 

Anderson lives in Lincoln, 
where he works for Smith- 
Barney. Like many former 
Cornhuskers, he’s had a signifi- 
cant and positive impact on the 
community he has chosen as his 
home. 

He’s been actively involved in 
youth sports, as an organizer and 
coach. Like most, Anderson initially 
volunteered because he was a par- 
ent. His son, Giff, is a freshman red- 
shirted football player at South 
Dakota State. Former Cornhusker 
quarterback Gerry Gdowski is Giff’s 
position coach. 

Anderson's daughter, Emily, is a 
junior and multi-sport athlete at 
Lincoln Southeast High School. 

“T got into it (coaching youth 
sports) because I saw too many par- 
ents getting involved for all the 
wrong reasons,” said Anderson. 
Plus, “I had enough exposure to 
good instruction myself.” He was 
certainly qualified. 

Not only had he played football 


Pe: Anderson downplays his 


Nebraska Hall Of Fame Adds 11 


Life after football has as much to do with Frosty Anderson's 
induction as with what he did on the field 


By MIKE BABCOCK 


at Nebraska, but he had grown up 
with a father who was a coach. 
Forrest “Forddy” Anderson was the 
head basketball coach at Michigan 
State before moving to Hiram Scott 
College in Scottsbluff, Neb., where 
son Frosty attended high school. 
Anderson said, “I think the par- 
ents were grateful” when he volun- 
teered. “They wanted me to do it. It 
wasn’t, ‘You should see the coach. 


Frosty Anderson played split 
end on NU’s 13-0 national 
championship team. 


He’s living the championship he 
never won.’ | won one.” 

Anderson played split end for 
Nebraska’s 13-0 national champi- 
onship team as a sophomore in 1971. 
He caught the touchdown pass 
thrown by Johnny Rodgers in the 
Cornhuskers’ 40-6 victory against 
Notre Dame in the 1973 Orange 
Bowl game. And he capped his 
career by playing on Coach Tom 
Osborne's first team. 

He was good enough to be draft- 
ed by the New Orleans Saints in the 
eighth round in 1974, and went to 
preseason camp with the Saints 
twice. He was injured during an 
exhibition game the first season and 
survived until the final cut the sec- 


ond. If the NFL hadn’t reduced its 
rosters by five players that season, 
he might have made it. 

As a parent, he has coached just 
about every sport offered in the local 
YMCA youth program, from soccer 
to softball. “What did I know about 
softball,” Anderson asked rhetorical- 
ly. Or soccer, for that matter. 

“My concern was organization, 
not winning. If you do things right, 
you'll win,” he said. 

He coached Giff in Lincoln's 
Midget Football program for 
four years. His first team, con- 
sisting of fifth- and sixth-graders 
and sponsored by Leon’s 
Market, went undefeated, 
outscoring its opponents 199-0. 

Anderson has made sure 
parents and athletes maintain a 
proper perspective. He created 
mottos as reminders. For exam- 
ple, he encouraged parents to 
“be the biggest fan, not the 
biggest critic.” Such slogans 
became his coaching trademark. 

Ever since his son and 
daughter finished age-group 
programs in which he was 
involved, Anderson has contin- 
ued to volunteer his time to 
coach and organize. Among 
other things, he’s now a regional 
coordinator for USA Track and 
Field. That, despite the fact “I 
always hated track,” he said with a 
laugh. 

The coordinator’s job followed 
his enthusiastic involvement in 
Lincoln’s highly successful youth 
programs for track and field and 
cross country. He helped start the 
latter in 1988. 

Anderson picked Lincoln in much 
the same way that he picked 
Nebraska for football coming out of 
high school. He also had job offers in 
Harrisburg, Pa., and Minneapolis. 

“Tl ended up living in the best 
place that could have worked out,” 
Anderson said. 

And Lincoln is the better for it. 
Maybe that’s why he’s being hon- 
ored by the Nebraska Football Hall 
of Fame, he said, still trying to figure 
it out. “It must be related, somehow, 
to what I've done since.” Hi 
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SOCCER WARNING 

Shortly after handing Nebraska a 
loss in its first women’s soccer 
match, Creighton Coach Cathy Klein 
issued a warning for future 
Cornhusker opponents. 

“The world better take notice of 
this team,” she said. 

Obviously, teams in the inaugural 
Montana Soccer Showdown didn’t 
pay heed. Less than a week after its 
first intercollegiate game, Nebraska 
won its first game by nipping 
Arizona, 2-1. The following day, 
Nebraska logged win No. 2 by beat- 
ing host Montana, 2-1, in overtime. 

Tanya Franck scored both game- 
winning goals during the two-day 
showdown in Montana. Against 
Arizona, her goal with 19:52 remain- 
ing in the match gave Nebraska the 
lead. 

Nebraska Coach John Walker was 
pleased with the way the Huskers 
played against Arizona. “Overall it 
was a good performance, and get- 
ting our first win was a great feeling 
for the team.” 

Then against Montana, Franck —a 
sophomore from Toronto — scored 
two goals, the second of which came 
in overtime, to lift the Cornhuskers. 

Despite a 3-1 loss to intrastate rival 
Creighton to open the first-year pro- 
gram, Walker was optimistic. 

In that game, the Bluejays built a 3- 
0 lead before freshman striker Tara 
Herbrik scored the first goal in 
Nebraska history late in the second 
half. 

“We didn’t do too badly, but we 
made some mistakes that led to 
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HuskerVision has arrived. 
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goals,” Walker said of the opener. 
“When you're in a close game, it 
often comes down to whether you 
execute or make mistakes.” 

Creighton’s Klein was so 
impressed, she predicts good things 
for the Huskers this year. 

‘T think they're going to score a lot 
of goals,” she said. “They're ready. 
They’re going to surprise a lot of 
people this year.” 


WORLD’S LARGEST 
PEP RALLY 

More than 35,000 Husker 
faithful took part in a pep rally 
the Friday night preceding the 
UCLA game. The West and 
South bleachers were packed 
with fans as the new 
HuskerVision replay screens 
were unveiled. There were sev- 
eral highlights on the night, 
including speeches from captains 
Ed Stewart and Zach Wiegert, 
both of whom thanked the fans 
and promised to put on a show 
the next afternoon. 

Coach Tom Osborne was 
“amazed at the turnout and 
remarked that it had to be the 
world’s largest pep rally. The band 
played and then HuskerVision 


Phato by Robert Berry 


Opponents won’t keep John 
Walker’s soccer squad grounded 
for long. 


played highlights from the 1993 sea- 
son. Nebraska is believed to be the 
only collegiate, football-only stadi- 
um to be equipped with a giant 
replay system. 

A giant fireworks display held 
over Memorial Stadium, launched 
from a nearby parking lot, capped 
off the rally. The display was so loud 
that Osborne, by then at a theater 
three miles away, became concerned 
that something was wrong when he 
heard an explosion. 

After going outside, he discov- 
ered it was just the conclusion of the 
rally. 


THE NAIA IS COMING 

Nebraska senior associate athletic 
director Al Papik announced recent- 
ly the NAIA Indoor Track and Field 
Championships will be held at the 
Bob Devaney Sports Center track in 
February. 

The NAIA, made up of smaller col- 
leges and universities throughout 
the nation, is moving the meet to 
Lincoln from Kansas City, Mo. The 
Municipal Auditorium in Kansas has 


hosted the meet every year but two 
since 1966. 

The NAIA has told Nebraska offi- 
cials it would like to keep the meet 
in Lincoln on a long-term basis. The 
championships will be held Feb. 24- 
25 this year at the Sports Center. 

“But we thought a one-year experi- 
ment would be more beneficial for 
us,” Papik said. “We will make a 
decision shortly after the completion 
of the meet as to whether or not we 
will continue serving as host.” 

The athletic department and the 
NAIA signed a contract that will pay 
Nebraska about $7,800 to lease the 
facility and cover expenses, said Joe 
Selig, assistant athletic director for 
facilities and events. He also said 
Nebraska gets a certain percentage 
of souvenir sales and all of the con- 
cession sales. 

In return, the NAIA is guaranteed 
the greater of $7,800 or 50 percent of 
the total gate. 

Papik said Nebraska will do no 
worse than break even on the deal. 
The bid was based on the cost of 
renting the track area in the Sports 
Center on a daily basis, along with 
utilities, labor and track officials. 


Nebraska track administrative 
assistant Mark Kostek will run the 
meet, along with the Nebraska Track 
and Field Officials Organization. 

Nebraska Track Coach Gary Pepin 
is excited about the meet coming to 
Lincoln. He had been trying to bring 
a major indoor meet back to Lincoln 
ever since Nebraska lost the Big 
Bight Indoor Championships four 
years ago. The Big Eight meet was a 
fixture in Lincoin for a number of 
years until conference coaches decid- 
ed to give each school a chance to 
play host. 

“Our officials organization takes 
pride in, and enjoys, hosting major 
competitions,” Pepin said. “They 
wanted this meet. Also, we'll be 
doing a service to track and field, 
and promoting track and field not 
only at the NAIA level but at the 
state and local level as well.” 


INSPIRATIONAL ATHLETE 
AND MOVIE ACTORS 
CHEER ON BIG RED 

Mike Utley, former Detroit Lions 
offensive tackle, was in Lincoln for 
the UCLA game while helping pro- 
mote a spinal rehab program. He has 


made slow, but steady, progress in 
reclaiming the use of his body since 
he was paralyzed from the neck 
down while playing against the Los 
Angeles Rams three seasons ago. 
Utley hopes to set an example for all 
individuals with physical disabili- 
ties, 

“T still get to the party, just a little 
slower and | bring my own chair,” 
Utley said. 

Movie stars Wesley Snipes and 
Patrick Swazey showed up to see the 
UCLA game as well. The two are 
shooting a movie, to be released next 
year, just outside Lincoln. Word has 
it they were impressed with the 
“action adventure” that the Huskers 
inflicted on the Bruins. 


NO FANCY STUFF 

Linebacker Clint Brown thought 
better than to play as he practices 
when he intercepted a Wayne Cook 
pass in the second quarter of the 
UCLA game. 

“The linebackers usually pitch 
them (interceptions) to defensive 
backs in practice, but I couldn’t do 
that,” Brown said. “’Don’t fumble.’ 
That was my first thought.” il 


A HUSKER TRADITION FOR 36 YEARS! 


BAR & GRILL 
9th & Q, Lincoln, Neb. 


J 


a 


Open 11 a.m. to 1 a.m. 

Lunch specials 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Grill open 11 a.m.-10 p.m. 
Happy hours 4:30-6:30 p.m. M-F 
Big party? Call us! 

476-6511, or stop by 9th and Q 


The closest food & fun to the stadium. 


HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 9 


.»™, ae | ¢ + 
Pacifier ran into 


as 1 TG Nag 
recor 4- 


with thé 70-21 | 


, & Aways 
a ie? a ae he Oe “ie oe: feels 


—— 


om Osborne seemed relieved. What's a 

coach to say? He wasn’t condescending. 

The final score was humiliation enough 
for the visitors from Stockton, Calif. — Nebraska 
70, Pacific 21. 

“It was a difficult game in many ways,” he 
said. “We got it over with. That’s what we tried 
to do.” 

Truth be told, Pacific did the Cornhuskers a 
favor by agreeing to come to Memorial Stadium 
to absorb an almost-certain drubbing. Utah State 
bought out of a contract, and Pacific was the best 
to be had on short notice. 

Not only that, Pacific Coach Chuck Shelton 
knew exactly what his Tigers were in for. He had 
brought Utah State teams to Lincoln three times, 
all with results similar to Saturday’s. 

Osborne was understandably sensitive about 
the matter during the week leading up to the 
game. 

“The problem is, who are you going to get?” 
he asked. 

Pacific didn’t make its sacri- 
fice for nothing, of course. The 
Tigers’ price was $425,000. PAC IFIC 

But considering a home game 
is worth a aillinn dellyes to |} REVIEW 
Nebraska, it was a reasonable a 
investment. As long as no one 
was seriously injured. 

The Cornhuskers appeared 
to be all right on that count, 
though there was a tense 
moment late in the first quarter 
when defensive backs Barron 
Miles and Eric Stokes collided. 

Miles, who already had blocked one punt and 
got a piece of another, went to the sideline for 
the remainder of the afternoon with a knee 
injury. Other than that, no one on either side 
seemed any the worse for wear. 

Ray Stukes, Pacific’s junior defensive back, 
had to be helped off the field three times, and 
Tiger strong safety Jeff Russell had to have been 
weary after making 15 tackles, 11 of which were 
unassisted. 

But overmatched Cornhusker opponents have 
fared worse. 

Osborne did what he could to keep his play- 
ers healthy, limiting quarterback Tommie Frazier 
to the first two series of the game because of a 
thigh bruise. As a result, Frazier’s school record- 
tying (with Gerry Gdowski and David Humm) 
10 consecutive games throwing a touchdown 
pass ended, as did his string of 14 games in 
which he had either run or thrown for a touch- 
down. 

The 14-game streak began after last year’s 
North Texas game, in which Frazier played only 
two downs. 

Osborne pulled other first-team players as 
early as the first quarter, among them offensive 
tackle Zach Wiegert, who played only three 
series, all of them culminating in touchdowns, 
before calling it a day. “You hate to have the 
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score 35 or 42 to nothing and get a 
guy like Zach Wiegert hurt for noth- 
ing,” Osborne said. 

“We need to develop some offen- 
sive line depth. Hopefully, that will 
be good for them down the road.” 

Much of what the Cornhuskers 
accomplished on offense — 699 total 
yards, 510 rushing — was done 
behind reserve linemen. Among 
those Osborne mentioned were 
Chris Dishman, Kory Mikos, Aaron 
Taylor, Adam Treu and Matt Vrzal. 
“If anything was accomplished 
today, we got a lot of playing time to 
guys who needed to play,” he said. 

Nebraska’s substitutions were lib- 
eral at every position. Officially, 111 
Cornhuskers dressed for the game, 
and 104 of them played. Sixteen car- 
ried the ball; 11 caught passes, and 
nine scored touchdowns. 

Nebraska’s leading tacklers were 
walk-on Darren Schmadeke, a junior 
cornerback who was credited with 
eight, and Octavious McFarlin, a 
scholarship freshman who was 
going to be redshirted until safety 
Mike Minter was lost for the season 
to a knee injury in the Texas Tech 
game. McFarlin was involved in 
seven tackles. 

“We could have beaten Pacific 


100 to whatever,” said senior Tom 
Sieler, who kicked the first five 
extra-points and alternated kickoffs 
with Darin Erstad until early in the 
third quarter, when he retired to 
watch. 

Nebraska treated Pacific with 
respect, which is to say, it went after 
the Tigers as aggressively as if they 
were nationally ranked. 

“Coach says there’s always a 
chance you can come out and play 
down to your competition,” said 
Wiegert. “We tried not to play 
down.” 

The Cornhuskers were at their 
most explosive best, scoring touch- 
downs on their first seven posses- 
sions. Only three of Nebraska’s pos- 
sessions didn’t result in touch- 
downs, in fact. 

Erstad punted once. Nebraska 
failed to convert on a fourth down 
late in the game, then fumbled away 
the ball on its final possession. 

“We wanted to play without a 
turnover,” Osborne said. Despite 
using so many players and combina- 
tions, the Cornhuskers came within 
less than a minute of achieving that 
goal. 

Ryan Held, one of two scout 
squad quarterbacks who played for 


Nebraska, fumbled away the center 
snap at the Pacific 35-yard line with 
55 seconds left in the game. 

Rarely since the “Scoring 
Explosion” of 1983 has Nebraska 
struck as quickly as it did against 
Pacific on a damp, gray afternoon. 

Damon Benning scored the first 
touchdown, diving into the end zone 
from a yard out to cap a six-play, 61- 
yard drive that featured his 23-yard 
run and a 26-yard pass play from 
Frazier to I-back Clinton Childs. 

Three downs and a Pacific punt 
later, the Cornhuskers took posses- 
sion on their own 17-yard line. 
Lawrence Phillips gained 1 yard; 
Frazier gained 5, on his only carry, 
and Phillips sprinted the remaining 
74 yards, more than half of his 138. 

Fullback Cory Schlesinger threw 
a key block for Phillips. 

Two plays after Miles blocked a 
punt and safety Tony Veland recov- 
ered, Schlesinger scored the first of 
his two touchdowns on an 8-yard 
run. Seconds later, Tyrone Williams 
intercepted a pass to set up a series 
culminated by Schlesinger’s second 
touchdown run, a 39-yarder. With 
3:58 remaining in the first quarter, 
the score was 28-0. 

See PACIFIC page 15 


TOUCHDOWN BUICK 


Nebraska Scores Again with the Buick Special Edition Park Avenue and Regal 


Special Edition Park Avenue (SG) 


Special Edition Regal (SF) 


Right now your participating Quality Buick Dealer has a Special Edition Park Avenue 
and Regal for you! Buick’s Special Editions are loaded with options and specially 
priced...but only for a limited time! See your Quality Buick Dealer today. 


* Prices shown are available for a limited time only; Supplies are limited. Tax, title, and license extra. See participating dealer for details. © 1993 Cliff Houser & Associates Advertising Corporation. 
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"Tscetin Frazier went to the 
sideline for good, six minutes 
into the game. He had taken 
nine snaps, and Nebraska led Pacific 
14-0. 

The Cornhusker quarterback was 
hobbled by a bruised calf, suffered 
during practice earlier in the week. 
Frazier had “a little bit of a sore leg,” 
Nebraska coach Tom Osborne said 
afterward. “We didn’t want to play 
him much. We debated starting 
him.” 

As important as Frazier is, he 
wasn’t needed against Pacific. It was 
a game for the reserves at quarter- 
back, as well as every other position. 

While Frazier watched, his back- 
ups got to take a turn. In order of 
appearance: Brook Berringer, Matt 
Turman. Adam Kucera. And Ryan 
Held. 

Kucera? Held? If those names 
aren't familiar, well, don’t think 
you've missed something. 

Kucera and Held are freshman 
walk-ons who direct the scout squad 
during practice. Not only that, 
Kucera was a student manager bare- 
ly a month ago, Held a wide receiv- 
er. 

Both were pressed into duty 
because of Nebraska’s lack of depth 
at quarterback. The 5-foot-8, 150- 
pound Kucera has the nickname 
“Rudy,” for the movie of that name, 
about a walk-on football player at 
Notre Dame. 

Kucera was a high school quarter- 
back in Lake Havasu, Ariz. Dad Bill 
Kucera was his coach. 

Bill was a former Cornhusker 
graduate assistant, and Adam want- 
ed to walk on at Nebraska. Because 
of his size, however, he ended up a 
manager. “I'll do whatever Coach 
Osborne wants me to do,” Kucera 
said. 

Osborne made no promises to 
Kucera about his playing in a game. 
But that was all right, too. All he 
asked was to be involved with the 
team. 

Against Pacific, that meant taking 
a handful of snaps after the score 
was 70-21, in the closing minutes of 
the game. And after Kucera got his 
chance, Held went in to finish up. 
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Dream Day 


Pacific provided Nebraska the luxury to empty the bench and make 


dreams come true for unknowns 


By MIKE BABCOCK 


They “stayed with basic stuff. 
They didn’t do anything real fancy,” 
said Cornhusker quarterbacks coach 
Turner Gill. “They’re on the scout 
team. That's their reward.” 

Gill’s first concern, however, was 
getting Berringer and, to a lesser 
degree, Turman, game experience. 
“It was good to get those guys in 
there, to get some competition,” he 
said. 

Berringer, in particular, benefited 
from the opportunity. The junior 
from Goodland, Kan., the No. 1 
backup, had thrown only three pass- 
es in the first three games — one 
complete and one intercepted. 

After the nervousness of the first 
couple of plays, he was fine, 
Berringer said. Fine? 

He was better than fine, complet- 
ing 8-of-15 passes for 120 yards and 
three touchdowns and rushing for 32 
yards and another touchdown, It 
was pretty much a career day. 

Berringer’s three touchdown 
passes accounted for consecutive 
scores and a 56-0 lead with 11:06 


season-ending injury to Mike 
Minter took place, freshman 
Octavious McFarlin (5) recorded 
seven tackles. 


remaining in the third quarter. Then 
Turman took over, and the walk-on 
from Wahoo, Neb., threw a fourth 
touchdown pass, 24 yards to fresh- 
man walk-on Jeff Lake. 

None of the touchdown passes 
were gimmes. Berringer’s first was 
good for 15 yards, to Clester 
Johnson, early in the second quarter. 
Less than five minutes later, he 
passed 46 yards to tight end Eric 
Alford, in double coverage, a perfect 
throw. 

“He threw it right up there,” said 
Alford, who had run the wrong 
route. It was the third game in a row 
in which Alford has caught a touch- 
down pass. It was his career longest. 

Abdul Muhammad was on the 
receiving end of Berringer’s third 
touchdown pass, an 18-yarder, less 
than four minutes into the second 
half. 


In all, 11 Cornhuskers caught 
passes, with Reggie Baul getting 
two. Nebraska’s combined totals 
were 12 of 22 for 189 yards and the 
four scores, its best performance of 
the season. 

Frazier attempted only two pass- 
es, the second complete to I-back 
Clinton Childs for a 26-yard gain, 
before heading to the sideline. 

Those who have expressed con- 
cern about his passing should have 
been encouraged by what they saw, 
Frazier told reporters. 

He completed 50 percent of his 
passes, he said with a smile. 

None of Nebraska's quarterbacks 


PACIFIC 


From page 12 


By halftime, the score had 
increased to 49-0, tying a Nebraska 
record for points in the first half. 

For those into comparative scores, 
the victory was identical to Florida’s 
70-21 drubbing of New Mexico State 
— like Pacific, a member of the Big 
West Conference. The Gators are No. 
2 to Nebraska’s No. 1 in the USA 
Today/CNN poll. Their positions are 
reversed in the Associated Press 
rankings. 

In the NCAA Division I-A power 
rankings “there are probably 30 
teams or so below Pacific,” said 
Osborne. “We're not playing a Top 
25 team (in the Tigers), but we’re 
also not playing a team in the bot- 
tom 10 percent.” 

Even so, he was sensitive to 
the scheduling substitution 
that brought the Tigers to 
town. 

Pacific tickets were the 
least expensive of the season, 
and there were plenty to be 
had on the street outside the 
stadium before kickoff. 

“T appreciate the fans 
showing up. It’s unbelievable 
they're that faithful,” Osborne 
said. “] would really like to 
express my appreciation for 
the fans doing that.” 

Osborne was similarly sen- 
sitive about Wyoming, the 
Cornhuskers’ next opponent. 
He didn’t schedule the 
Cowboys, he said, and neither 
did athletic director Bill 
Byrne. 

The game was scheduled 
so long ago, “the contract was 
lost,” Osborne said, noting 
that Wyoming had pulled out 


were any more pleased than Kucera, 
however. His father had flown in for 
the game. He suspected he might get 
to play. “I knew we could handle 
them, so I thought there was proba- 
bly a pretty good chance,” Kucera 
said. 

“T had a feeling.” 

As the score mounted, that feeling 
became more of a possibility. In the 
second half, “Coach Osborne said 
Matt (Turman) would be playing 
well into the fourth quarter,” said 
Kucera. Then he and Held would 
take turns. When Osborne told him 
he was going in, “I got butterflies.” 

As the fans chanted “Rudy, 


of a game slated for last season, 
agreeing to fulfill its commitment 
now. 

“I hope people don’t think 
Wyoming is in the shouldn’t-play 
class,” said Osborne. “They’ll throw 
the ball all over the lot.” 

Cornhusker tight end Eric Alford, 
who caught a touchdown pass for a 
third consecutive game, tried to be 
complimentary to Pacific. “They 
were, uh, good,” he said. 

He paused. The assembled 
reporters weren't buying it. 

“They were OK, I guess,” Alford 
said with a laugh. 


Back-up quarterback Brook 
Berringer (below) benefited from 
Tommie Frazier’s (right) short 
stay in the game. 


Rudy,” Kucera ran onto the field. 

He had to keep his play selection 
simple. Running the scout team, he 
and Held are responsible for simu- 
lating the offenses of Nebraska’s 
opponents. “Ryan and I don’t get a 
chance to run our offense much,” 
said Kucera. Early in the week, they 
were given an opportunity to run a 
few Cornhusker plays in anticipa- 
tion of what happened on Saturday. 

The rest of the week, he and Held 
practiced Pacific’s offense. “I could 
have run Pacific’s plays,” Kucera 
said with a smile. 

In fact, it might have been a little 
easier. 


Still no acceptance. 

“They did some good things, 
leave it at that,” he said. 

“It’s in your hands,” Osborne said 
as he left the interview room. 

“Be kind.” 

Someone needed to be. @ 
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SCOUTING 
WYOMING 


essage to Nebraska football 
followers from Husker 
Coach Tom Osborne: Don’t 


underestimate Wyoming. 

Shortly after defeating UCLA, 
Osborne was asked if he was guard- 
ing against overconfidence as the 
Huskers moved into a three-game 
stretch at home against unranked 
teams. In that span, the Huskers beat 
Pacific (70-21), face Wyoming and 
will open Big Eight Conference play 
against Oklahoma State. 

Osborne was quick to point out 
Wyoming is a worthy opponent. 

“Let me say that you shouldn’t 
lump Wyoming with Pacific,” 
Osborne said. “They were co-cham- 
pions of the WAC, and they’re a 
good football team.” 

On the field, the Cowboys have 
justified most of Osborne's concerns. 
In three games, Wyoming has a 2-1 
record and the 11th best offense in 
the nation, averaging 490 yards per 
game. 

And when the young Cowboys 
were stopped by Oregon State, they 
responded by beating Tulsa, 17-7, in 
Laramie. 

Wyoming Coach Joe Tiller said 
youth served a good purpose by 
responding positively after the loss 
at Oregon State. 

“7 think we're young enough as a 
football team that they’re not in the 


1994 WYOMING 
FOOTBALL SCHEDULE 
Record — 2-2 


Texas-El Paso W, 36-1 
@ Oregon St. L, 44-31 


Sept. 3 
Sept. 10 


Sept. 17 Tulsa W, 17-7 
Sept. 24 @ Utah L, 41-7 
Oct. | @ Nebraska 

Oct. 8 NW Louisiana 

Oct. 15  @ Fresno St. 

Oct. 22 San Diego St. 

Oct. 29 Air Force 

Noy. 5 @ Colorado St. 

Noy. 12 New Mexico 


Nov. 19 @ Hawaii 


= 
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Wyoming vs. Nebraska 


Tougher than believed, Cowboys will lay it on the line 


for win over Huskers 


Left cornerback Steve Hendrix 
(29) has perfected the ability to 
ruin a team’s passing game. 


tank, they’re not overly depressed 
about the loss,” Tiller said. 

Heading into the season, Tiller 
didn’t expect to have quite the offen- 
sive power he had a year ago. Last 
year, Wyoming averaged 30.9 points 
per game en route to an 8-4 record 
and a share of the Western Athletic 
Conference championship. 

In the first three contests this sea- 
son, Wyoming is averaging 22.75 
points on the scoreboard each game. 

“We don’t have the offensive 
weapons that the 1993 team did,” 
Tiller said.“There’s talent on this 
team, but it is a little different than it 
has been the last couple of years.’ 

One area that is better in the 
Cowboy holster is running back 
Ryan Christopherson. The senior 
from Glendale, Ariz., aver raged 182.3 
yards per game through the first 
three games, second best in the 
country. 

Last year, Christopherson, a 
bruising, 236-pound back, rushed for 
1,014 yards. In three games, he has 
gained more than half that amount. 

But Christopherson isn’t the 
Cowboys’ only weapon. Quarter- 
back John Gustin has thrown for 576 
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yards in three games, and has tossed 
five touchdown passes in the 
process. Against Tulsa, Gustin com- 
pleted 10-of-15 passes for 172 yards. 
The game was important for Gustin, 
who the week before threw four 
interceptions in the loss to Oregon 
State. 

When Gustin goes to the air, he 
usually finds wide receiver Marcus 
Harris, a 6-foot-1, 203-pound sopho- 
more. Harris caught 14 passes for 
293 yards through three games, 
averaging 97.6 yards per contest. 

Eddie Pratt and Brent Tillman 
round out Wyoming’s receiving 
corps. 

Tight end, a position of strength 
on most Cowboys teams, remains a 
question mark. Jeremy Gilstrap and 
Greg Kuhn, a walk-on, are the top 
two so far, but Tiller is hoping to get 
more productivity out of the spot 
before the year is out. 

On the line, Wyoming is very 
young, starting a sophomore, three 
juniors and a senior. One of the 
juniors, Wayne Meylen, is playing in 
his first year at Wyoming after trans- 
ferring from Nebraska in 1993. 
However, the line is big. Right tackle 
Steve Scifres is the smallest member 
of the line, and he weighs 273 
pounds, Meylen (at 293 pounds the 
largest member of the front five) 
starts at right guard while Ryan 


Oman and Jason Bartlett are the 
starters on the left side. Jeff Pinnick 
is the center. 

As a team, Wyoming is averaging 
283.3 yards per game on the ground 
(12th-best in the country) and 490 
yards of total offense. 

Still, Tiller isn’t satisfied. 

“I’m just convinced we need to 
get better as a football team,” he 
said. 

On defense, the Cowboys are any- 
thing but soft. Wyoming held its first 
three foes to 256.7 yards per game of 
total offense, 14th best in the nation. 

Wyoming’s strength is in its front 
four. Brent Schieffer and John 
Burrough start at the end positions. 

“As a tandem, I would think 
they'll be as good as anyone in our 
league,” Tiller said of Schieffer and 
Burrough. 

Tyrone Williams and Ty Hopkins 
are the tackles. 

At linebacker, Mark Brook and 
Jason Holanda start on the outside, 
and Ryan Folsom patrols the middle. 


OFFENSE 
Reggie Baul 5-8 170 
Brendan Holbein 5-9 180 
Rob Zatechka 6-5 315 
Brady. Caskey 6-4 290 
Joel Wilks 6-3 280 
Steve Ott 6-4 275 
Aaron Graham 6-3 280 
Bill Humphrey 6-2 265 
Brenden Stai 6-4 300 
Bryan Pruitt 6-1 255 
Zach Wiegert 6-5 300 
Brady Caskey 6-4 290 
Matt Shaw 6-3 235 
Eric Alford 6-2 225 
Tommie Frazier 6-2 205 
Brook Berringer 6-4 210 
Cory Schlesinger 6-0 230 
Jeff Makovicka 5-10 210 
Lawrence Phillips 6-0 220 
Damon Benning 5-11 205 
Abdul Muhammad 5-9 160 
Clester Johnson 5-11 210 
Tom Sieler 205 


DEFENSE 
Dwayne Harris 
Grant Wistrom 
Christian Peter 
Scott Saltsman 
Terry Connealy 
Jason Pesterfield 
Donta Jones 
Jared Tomich 
Troy Dumas 
Clint Brown 
Doug Colman 
Phil Ellis 
Ed Stewart 
Ryan Terwilliger 
Barron Miles 
Darren Schmadeke 
Tyrone Williams 
Leslie Dennis 
Kareem Moss 
Octavious McFarlin 
Tony Veland 
Eric Stokes 5-11. 175 
Darin Erstad 6-2 195 


Cornerback Steve Hendrix 
anchors the secondary. The senior 
had one interception and broke up 
six passes in nine games last year. 

Hendrix is joined by redshirted 
freshman Greg Van Leer at corner- 
back, Lee Vaughn at free safety and 
Randy Karliner at strong safety. 

So far, Tiller likes what he sees 
from his Cowboys. Most of that is a 
continuation from last year, when 
Wyoming, representing the WAC in 
the Holiday Bowl, lost to Kansas 
State, 52-17. 

“T like this team’s work ethic,” he 
said. “Probably some of that is a 
spillover from last year. I think a lot 
of the guys have picked up on it and 
said, ‘Hey, this is what we've got to 
do, and let’s get with it.” 

Wyoming, always has had trouble 
with the Huskers. That is, when the 
two teams have played. Nebraska 
leads the series with its neighbor to 
the west, 4-0. The last time the two 
teams played in 1984, the Huskers 
won, 42-7. 


COWBOYS 2-DEEP 


OFFENSE 
13 Brent Tillman 6-0 182 
2 Richard Peace 6-0 186 
74 Jason Bartlett 6-6 286 
76 Phil Cafferty 6-4 267 
79 Jay Korth 6-3 287 
63 Marc Defusco 6-2 267 
52 Jeff Pinnick 6-3 274 
53 Robert Rathbun 6-3. 260 
70 Ryan Oman 6-6 286 
Shane Glasser 6-7 279 
Steve Scifres 6-5 273 
Rob Bohlinger 6-8 254 
Jeremy Gilstrap 6-2 240 
Michael Jones 6-5 233 
John Gustin 6-6 231 
Michael Watson 6-1 205 
Marcus Harris 6-1 208 
Julian Hooker 6-3 182 
Eddie Pratt 5-10 171 
Je’Ney Jackson 5-8 174 
Ryan Christopherson 6-0 241 
Terry Hendricks 5-10 242 
Taylor Sorenson 5-9 184 


DEFENSE 
Monti Perry 6-1 
Ken Boris 6-3 
Jason Evans 6-1 
Steve Wright 6-5 
John Burrough 6-6 
Stuart Hanson 6-3 
Brent Schieffer 6-3 
Joe Cummings 6-3 
Mark Brook 6-5 
Andre Agate 6-0 
Jim Talich 6-1 
Randy Karliner 6-1 
Jason Holanda 6-3 
day Jenkins 6-1 
Steve Hendrix 5-11 175 
Brian Lee 6-2 175 
Greg Van Leer 5-10 180 
Waymon Levingston5-9 162 
Lee Vaughn 5-11 171 
Aaron Wilson 6-1 208 
Chuck Polson 6-0 185 
Aaron Wilson 6-1 208 
Brian Gragert 6-1 223 


Depth charts were compiled September 25, #=duplicate number * = injured, but probable for game 


¢ Dave Nixon, 

KTIV TV (Sioux City, 

la.): | think the 

Nebraska running 

game will be there 

again and the 
Wyoming defense won't be 
able to stop the option. The 
backfield is just too quick for 
most defenses. Tommie Frazier 
will have another big game. 
Nebraska 42, Wyoming 
14. 


¢ Mike Fuehrer, Norfolk 
Daily News: For the second 
consecutive week Nebraska will 
have its way with a non-confer- 
ence opponent heading into the 
Big 8 Conference season. The 
Cornhuskers have proved they 
can dominate some of the 
nation’s best football teams in 
West Virginia, Texas Tech and 
UCLA. Wyoming and Pacific 
don’t measure up to those 
opponents. Nebraska 56, 
Wyoming 14. 


¢ Buck Mahoney, Kearney 
Hub: | would like to see a game 
go past halftime, but don’t 
count on if against Wyoming. 
Until someone stops the 


Nebraska running game, the 
Huskers won't have any trouble. 
Wyoming won't do it. Another 
ho-hum win. Nebraska 49, 
Wyoming 14. 


¢ Kevin Kugler, KRNU Radio 
(Lincoln): Based on what 
Wyoming has done so far, | 
think they'll be competitive in 
this one. They've got a fine 
player in running back Ryan 
Christopherson. But even so, | 
think Nebraska‘s defense is just 
too strong. Nebraska 35, 
Wyoming 17. 


* Norm Hitzges, 
ESPN/HSE: Wyoming could 
barely handle a mediocre Tulsa 
team. The problem that you 
have, from a Nebraska stand- 
point, is there’s nothing distract- 
ing them. Wyoming can pass 
the ball and could make the 
score closer in the second half. 
This is whatever score NU 
wants it to be. Nebraska 45, 
Wyoming 20. 


J 
HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 17 


BACK 
TO 


SCHOOL 


Not content with living on old 
newspaper clippings, Heisman 
Trophy winner Johnny Rodgers 
returned to school to get the 
degree he began working toward 
more than 20 years ago 


os 


ohnny Rodgers used to walk to and from Horace Mann Junior 
High in the street. That way he had a better chance of avoiding 
trouble. 

There were gangs in his Omaha neighborhood then, though they 
were different from the ones now. “They would hurt you, try to beat 
you up,” Rodgers said. “But nobody ever shot anybody.” In that respect, 
“the mentality has changed.” 

Even so, it was a scary proposition, going home in the early evening, 
after practice for one of Horace Mann’s athletic teams. Rodgers was 
already establishing a reputation for his athletic prowess, and that made 
him a target of neighborhood toughs. 

“They were upset because I was known. That's all I can think of,” he 
said. 

Because the confrontations rarely were one-against-one, Rodgers 
would run from those so intent on doing him bodily harm, whenever he 
could. 

“7 was tougher than they thought, but it wasn’t just one or two guys; 
several were jumping on me. So I had to get up and run,” he said. 

Once he got to running, he was home free. There wasn’t anyone who 
was going to keep up. He was too fast. 

In retrospect, something positive came from what was a negative 
experience. Among Rodgers’ many skills as a football player was return- 
ing kicks. His 72-yard punt return for a touchdown in the opening min- 
utes of Nebraska’s 35-31 victory against Oklahoma in 1971’s “Game of 
the Century” is arguably the most memorable play in modern 
Cornhusker football history. 

Eluding a gang of five or six would-be tacklers “was no big deal,” 
Rodgers said. He had plenty of practice while he was in junior high. 

Rodgers is 43 years old now. The ability to elude tacklers has long 
since become useless. That’s the nature of athletic skills, even those as 
extraordinary as his. 

“After football, people want to know: What is it you do? When you 
don’t play football anymore, what do you do? You can’t live on old 
newspaper clippings. You need credentials,” he said. And to that end, 
he again is enrolled at the university. 
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Old meets new as Rodgers and 
current Husker I-back Lawrence 
Phillips (right) walk to class. 


Most of Rodgers’ classmates are 
half his age. Most weren’t born 
when he was establishing himself as 
the best-known football player of the 
Bob Devaney-Tom Osborne Era. He 
was a key offensive performer on 
Nebraska’s back-to-back national 
championship teams. In 1972, he 
won the Heisman Trophy. 

In his final game as a Cornhusker, 
he scored four touchdowns and 
passed for a fifth in a 40-6 win 
against Notre Dame in the 1973 
Orange Bowl game. In July 1983, The 
Sporting News included him on its 
all-time best college football team. 

Rodgers holds most of 
Nebraska’s career records for f 
pass receiving and punt returns. 
The single-season records for [= 
pass receptions and receiving § 
yards are his. He caught 55 
passes for 942 yards in 1972. The 
second-best single-season 
receiving totals also are his. He 
caught 53 passes for 872 yards 
in 1971, 

Rodgers caught 143 passes 
for 2,479 yards during his three- 
year career. And he’s second to 
Mike Rozier on the Cornhusker 
career scoring list, with 270 
points, on 45 touchdowns. 

Rodgers accumulated much 
as a football player. But he 
didn’t accumulate nearly 
enough credit hours to earn a 
degree. He left Nebraska for | 
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professional football — _ first 
Montreal in the Canadian league, 
then San Diego in the NFL — with- 
out having declared a major, much 
less graduated. 

“T came to play football, not go to 
school,” Rodgers said. 

The attitude toward such things 
was different then. So were NCAA 
rules. Freshmen weren't eligible to 
play intercollegiate varsity athletics. 
If they had been, and there had been 
the freshman eligibility requirements 
that exist now under NCAA rules, 
he wouldn’t have qualified, Rodgers 
said. 

In his neighborhood, “learning 
wasn’t popular,” he said. Athletics, 
however, were. As a result, “I can 
remember the names of my coaches 


in high school, junior high and 
grade school. But I can’t remember 
who my (faculty) adviser was in col- 
lege.” 

Rodgers was a high school foot- 
ball All-American at Technical High 
School in Omaha. He wanted to con- 
tinue his career at Southern Cal and 
would have had he been offered a 
scholarship by Coach John McKay. 

USC “was the top of the line 
then” in college football, Rodgers 
said. “There was no comparison. It 
was like the way people want to 
come to Nebraska to play now.” 

The Trojans, however, weren’t 
interested enough to give him an 
athletic grant-in-aid. If they had 
been, Cornhusker football history 
would have been radically different. 
Osborne, Rodgers’ position 
coach in 1971, once said: “As 
great as the team was, take 
Johnny Rodgers out of there on 
kickoff and punt returns, and it 
probably wouldn’t have gone 
13-0.” 

Although Rodgers didn’t 
take advantage of the educa- 
tional opportunity afforded him 
3+ because of his athletic ability 
then, he is now. He participates 
in a program for former stu- 
dent-athletes sponsored by the 
Center for the Study of Sport in 
Society. The center is based at 
| Northeastern University in 
-| Boston. 


Rodgers finished second on 
| Nebraska’s career scoring 
list with 270 points. 


Rodgers enrolled at Nebraska a 
year ago. He expects to finish in a 
year or two. “Having been away so 
long, I’m in no hurry to get out. It’s 
taken me a year just to get in the 
swing of things. The first semester 
was a struggle. So was the second 
semester,” he said. 

He’s working toward a degree in 
broadcast journalism and is consid- 
ering adding an advertising major. 
He would like to open channels of 
communication for the black com- 
munity, he said. His experience as 
publisher of a television and enter- 
tainment magazine in San Diego for 
five years influenced his choice of a 
major. 

“Twenty years ago, I really didn’t 
know what to do,” he said. “If 1 had 
chosen an area (in which to major) I 
would have made a huge mistake. I 
didn’t even know what the options 
were. I don’t think I was indifferent 
(as a student). I just didn’t know 
what to do.” 

Rodgers enjoys an anonymity 
now that wasn’t his the first time as 
a student at Nebraska. “I’m no big 
deal to these kids,” he said. 

Even so, he doesn’t mind when 
people recognize him. And he’s cer- 
tainly not embarrassed about being a 


college student again. For one thing, 
there are many older, non-tradition- 
al students in higher education these 
days. For another, “I want others to 
notice and think they can do it, too. 
The biggest thing is that first step,” 
Rodgers said. “I procrastinated for 
two or three years (before enrolling). 
Maybe I can have an impact on 
younger people. If a guy in his 40s 
can do it, it’s not as hard as you 
think.” 

There are those who doubt 
Rodgers’ resolve. But “I can’t just 
say I’m going to do it and then not. 
I'd make more news that way. I can’t 
ease in and ease out of here,” he 
said. 

Rodgers has endured some diffi- 
cult, well-documented, times. His 
successes have been counterbal- 
anced by failures, some of his own 
creation, some not. Because of his 
football success in a football-crazy 
state, “everything is blown up bigger 
than life with me,” he said. 

Cornhusker fans are rarely indif- 
ferent to him. They accept him, or 
they don’t. Rodgers is philosophical 
about it. “It’s not how many times 
you fall down. It’s how many times 
you get up. I’m getting even more 
positive as time goes on. There have 


been years when I was confused, 
years when I’ve been the good guy 
and years when I’ve been the bad 
guy. My life is not as complex now. I 
don’t have as much pressure,” he 
said. 

Rodgers speaks with insight and 
humor about many of the things that 
have shaped his life. When he got to 
high school, he no longer had to 
walk home in the street. Some of 
those who had chased him in junior 
high became his teammates in high 
school. The confrontations didn’t 
stop, however. Because of his athlet- 
ic reputation, he was constantly 
challenged by those from other 
schools who resented his success. 

There were fights most weekends. 
“People thought being a football, 
basketball, baseball and track star, 
everything was hunky-dory. They 
didn’t know about all that other 
stuff,” said Rodgers, whose first 
football interest was defense because 
he was so accustomed to contact, 
mixing it up. Despite his size (5-foot- 
9, 173 pounds at Nebraska), he 
wasn’t one to shy away. 

“I was small because I spent the 
weeks sipping soup through a 
straw,” he said. “I was in fights all 
weekend. My jaws were sore.” fl 
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RECRUITING 


lootball in the 1990s requires 
Press to have dynamic, wide- 

open offenses that can strike 
quickly from anywhere on the field. 
Today’s game forces a team to play 
the full 100 yards, both offensively 
and defensively. Pressure is con- 
stantly placed on both sides of the 
ball, with offenses constantly throw- 
ing deep and defenses putting tons 
of pressure on the quarterback. 

To combat that pressure, teams 
must be able to throw the football to 
fleet wide receivers isolated in man 
coverage in the secondary. If you 
have the right type of receiver, then 
your offense instantly opens up. 
Your running game becomes better, 
with defenses having to pay atten- 
tion to the passing game. Plus, your 
overall offense improves because 
you have game-breaking receivers 
that can go deep at any time. 

Even a rushing power like 
Nebraska needs quality receivers. 
Remember, two of the Huskers’ 
greatest players, Heisman Trophy 
winner Johnny Rodgers and former 
NFL overall first pick Irving Fryar, 
caught passes. 

The Huskers always go coast-to- 
coast to find their speedy wideouts. 
This year will be no exception, as 
early on, the Huskers are in on some 
of the top receivers from across the 
country. 

California may be a good state for 
the Huskers to find receivers. 
Nebraska is very much in the hunt 
for the top three from the Golden 
State. Maybe the best out West is 
Ryan “Rock” Roques (5-11, 160, 4.4) 
of Moreno Valley (Canyon Springs), 
Calif. Roques is a speedster who can 
stretch any defense as a receiver, but 
he’s developing his ground skills as 
a running back, where he managed 
870 yards last season. 

However, it’s on the flanks where 
Roques is expected to play his col- 
lege ball, and where college 
recruiters project his talent. 

“Rock’s talent will be better suit- 
ed in the open field, where he can 
take advantage of his great 
speed,”Canyon Springs Head Coach 
Jack Fogarty said. “He ran the fastest 
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Getting the Balance Right 


Nebraska is searching the country for explosive wide receivers 
who can stretch the field and electrify an offense 


By JAMES HALE 


Paley 
Wide Receivers 


Ryan ROQueS........0::csssessseeeseese 
Daylon McCutcheon...........ce000 
Darrell Dent.........0.ccceceeneesteerees 
PONY ONIN Sis atest chat ystems 
Sherard Graham........:.:::cecceesees 


& 


CAVIGHES 


t. 40 High School 


Moreno Valley, Calif 
La Puente, Calif. 
Van Nuys, Calif. 
Davenport, lowa 
Montgomery, Ala. 


160 4.4 


175 4.4 
175 4.4 
173 4.5 
210 4.7 


40 at the Reebok combine, but he 
isn’t a track guy playing football. 
He’s got great hands, moves and 
understands the game. Ryan is a 
gamer who loves to play when it 
counts and has the ability to turn a 
game around.” 

If Roques leaves the West Coast, 
he’ll sign with Nebraska, but the 
problem is getting him away from 
the western side of the United States. 

“Tam a little reluctant to leave 
this part of the country,” Roques 
said. “I have an eye on UCLA right 
now, because my family 
likes them. USC, Stanford 
and Washington State are 
also in my thoughts. I like 
Nebraska enough to think 
about leaving home. 
Colorado is also talking 
to me. It’s just going to be 
a tough decision to decide 
whether to leave home or 
not.” 

Daylon McCutcheon 
(5-10, 175, 4.45) of La 
Puente (Bishop Amat), 
Calif., comes from a good 
gene pool. His father, 
Lawrence McCutcheon, 
was a pretty fair running 
back for the L.A. Rams in 
the 70s. The younger 
McCutcheon caught 35 
passes last season for 780 
yards and 11 scores, and 
he’s well over 1,500 yards 
in career yardage with 16 
touchdowns. 

“T just know that I am 
going to be the guy to 
make the play,” said 
Daylon McCutcheon. “I can 
run good routes, catch the 


Lawrence, 
great athlete out of California who is 


ball over the middle and break a 
game open with my speed. I know 
that sounds cocky, but if you are 
going to play my position and play 
against defensive backs who are 
some of the best athletes in any 
sport, then you have to believe in 
yourself.” 

McCutcheon says that Colorado 
and Nebraska are in a dead heat at 
the moment, with Washington, 
Michigan, USC and Arizona State 
also in the hunt. 

Darrell Dent (6-1, 175, 4.4) of 


Daylon McCutcheon, whose father, 


layed in the NEL, is another 


Van Nuys (Montclair Prep), Calif., 
plays for a small school but possess- 
es big-time talent. Dent spends his 
time on the prep level playing quar- 
terback, where he threw for 862 
yards last season and rushed for 424. 
However, he won't be a quarterback 
on the next level and most, including 
Dent, project him as a receiver in col- 
lege. 

“Not many colleges are recruiting 
me as a quarterback,” Dent said with 
a chuckle. “I know that I'll probably 
play wide receiver in college, and 
that is fine with me. My talents prob- 
ably suit that position better any- 
way, or defensive back, maybe.” 

Dent is looking at colleges all over 
the country, including traditional 
powers USC and UCLA out West, 
Nebraska and Colorado in the 
Midwest, and Miami in the East. 

The Huskers are trying to steal 
the best receiver from the state of 
Iowa away from Notre Dame. They 
have a shot at Tony Collins (6-0, 
173, 4.5) of Davenport (Port 
Assumption), Iowa. As a junior, 
Collins ripped through the Iowa 
prep ranks for 1,003 yards and 16 
scores on just 39 passes, and won the 
state 400 meters with a clocking of 
49.4, He would like to play both 
sports in college. 

“I have been told by most colleges 
that I can play football and run track 
in college,” Collins said. “I think that 
is important to me right now, even 
though I may decide to just play 
football in college.” 

At the moment, the Huskers must 
overcome Notre Dame, and Collins 
went to Iowa’s summer camp. 
Illinois and Wisconsin might slip in 
there if he can’t decide among the 
first three. 

Sherard Graham (6-4, 210, 4.7) of 
Montgomery (Lee), Ala., may grow 
into a tight end. However, at the 
moment he is a wide receiver who 
doubles as a free safety. It will be 
tough for the Huskers to get Graham 
away from Alabama and Florida 
State, but they are gaining ground. 

Jason Smith (6-2, 165, 4.5) of 
Annapolis (Broadneck), Md., is the 
state 3A sprint champion in the 100 
meter dash and 200. He's already set 
the state record for catches with 75 
for 1,068 yards and 14 touchdowns. 
Nebraska is right in the thick of 
things in this recruiting hunt, with 
Syracuse, Maryland and Penn State 
the other contenders. 

This list is just a start, and before 
it’s over, Nebraska may sign a num- 
ber of wide receivers who fit into the 
mold of the Itty Bitty Committee. ll 


N-Street 
Drive In 


“Nebraska ¢ Largest Package, Beverage Store” 


DISCOUNT PRICES * CASE DISCOUNTS 
KEGS ° FINE LIQUORS & WINES AND BEER 


3 Locations to serve you 
DOWNTOWN 
19TH & N (MAIN STORE) 
EAST 
70TH & VINE (MEADOW LANE) 


SOUTH 
56TH & HWY 2 (EDGEWOOD) 
477-6077 466-7993 421-1613 


IS WELL WORTH LOOKING INTO 


At Pearle, you’ll get a comprehensive eye exam from an experienced 
Doctor of Optometry. A doctor who will discuss your history and your 
lifestyle needs. A doctor who will answer your questions. A doctor 
who will make sure you get the prescription that’s right for you. And 
isn’t that just what you’ re looking for? 


1437 N. Webb Road 
Grand Island, NE 
(308) 382-9205 


1132 ‘O° Street 
Lincoln, NE 
(402) 476-7583 


Gateway Mall 
Lincoln, NE 
(402) 464-7416 


HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED § 23 


Despite playing basketball for Division II 
Mankato State near his home, Tom Wald left 
everything behind and came to Nebraska to see 
if he has the skills to play on the next level 


The 


GAMBLER 


om Wald spent his summer working at basketball 

camps, not only as a means of income and a way to keep his basketball 
skills sharp, but also because he considers returning 
something to the community an important responsibility for 
an intercollegiate student-athlete. 

Working with kids? “T love it,” Wald said. 

Last year, occasionally he spoke to groups of youngsters 
about avoiding drugs. However, he was a little uncomfort- 
able in such situations, he said, 
because “no one knows who I am, 
still.” 

Working basketball camps was the 
same way, Wald said. “It was like: 
‘Who cares what this guy has to 
say?” 

Wald has yet to establish himself at Nebraska, after 
transferring from Mankato (Minn.) State, an NCAA 
Division II school. Under NCAA transfer rules, he sat 
out last season. He was able to practice with the 
Cornhuskers, but not play. As a result, he didn’t have 
the credibility of an established player, someone with 
a familiar name, when he worked camps. 

Wald discovered another way to get the attention 
of those who attended the camps. “I’d do a dunk 
demonstration, then they would listen to my ball- 
handling lecture,” Wald said. “That gave me some 
credibility.” 

Wald is a guard. He stands only 5-foot-11. 

His ability to dunk a basketball isn’t the reason 
he’s on scholarship at Nebraska, however. Rather, 
Cornhusker Coach Danny Nee is interested in his 
ability to distribute a basketball as a point guard. If 
Wald can make the transition from Division II to 
Division I — and based on the way he played during 
practices last season, it appears he can — he'll help to 
shore up that most important of positions as 
Nebraska attempts to earn a fifth consecutive NCAA 
Tournament bid. 

His coming to Nebraska was a gamble, Wald said, 
for Nebraska as well as for him. 

“A lot of people probably think Coach Nee was 
crazy to give a scholarship to a guy he’s never seen, 
said Wald, who was first-team All-North Central Conference two 


” 


like me, 
years ago. He averaged 13.3 points and shot 42 percent from three-point 
range as a sophomore. 
He was comfortable at Mankato State, located about two hours from his 
IKE home in Brooklyn Park, Minn. And successful. Transferring “was very diffi- 
By BABSOCE cult, probably the most difficult thing I’ve ever done,” he said. 
“I was giving up a full scholarship, leaving my friends. Academically, I 
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was doing well. I was starting. I was all-conference. But I believed I could do 
better. It was also the best thing I’ve ever done.” HAVING A PROBLEM 

Wald has been determined to test himself at the Division I level since he 
was in the ninth grade and, ironically, was cut from the ninth-grade basket- WITH YOUR 


ball team. The problem was, no Division I programs were interested in him SUBSCRIPTION? 
2 


following a successful career at Park Center High School. 
HAVE YOU MOVED AND 


After two years at Mankato State, Wald was convinced he could play at a 
higher level. He asked for a release from his scholarship and sent out letters 
to about 100 Division I programs, asking if he could transfer. “I was going to YOUR HUSKERS 
walk on somewhere, anywhere,” he said. 


His letter-writing campaign wasn’t particularly successful. “A lot of peo- ILLUSTRATED HASN'T 


ple, I'd say 90 percent, didn’t respond at all,” Wald said. 
“Some schools, like Kansas and Oklahoma State, said: ‘No. Best of luck. FOUND You? 
Sayonara.’ I can understand that. They didn’t want a guy from Division II 


walking on.” 
Of the schools that didn’t dismiss him out of hand, he picked five: WE CAN HELP 
Nebraska, Iowa State, Minnesota, Arizona and Texas-San Antonio. 


“Minnesota, that would have been interesting. They didn’t recruit me out 
of high school,” said Wald. “No Division I school did, though, so I must not 


have been good enough.” 
“S 
ome schools, | 


But if Minnesota hadn’‘t been interested 

before, he could see no reason to go there. 

His final decision came down to Nebraska 

. and Iowa State because he wanted his par- 

like Kansas and ents to be close enough to watch him play. 
Oklahoma State, 

*4 6 
said ‘No. Best of 
luck. Sayonara.’ I 
can understand 


They moved to Lincoln after his sopho- 

more year at Mankato State, so logically, 

there was no decision — except, of course, 

he didn’t know how interested Nebraska 
that. They didn’t 


He visited Iowa State and was told he 
could walk on. When he visited Nebraska, 

want a guy from 

Division I 


he couldn’t even meet Nee, who was out 
of town. Cornhusker assistant coach Gary 
Bargen showed him around campus and 
‘ introduced him to players who would be 
walking on. his teammates. 


Nebraska apparently had done its 
— Tom Wald research, however, and before Wald left, 


he had been offered a scholarship, with 
the provision that he would have to prove himself in order for it to be 
renewed for a second year. Wald didn’t think twice. He was going to be a 
Cornhusker. j 
“I knew I had to prove myself here, not only as a basketball player but 3 f ‘ 


also as somebody the players would want to socialize with, be around,” 
Wald said. He fit in immediately. 
peed guys have i most ae ae re be cae I've ae act . he OUR CUSTOMER SERVICE 
said, “There are no cliques, no black and white, no big and small. They 
accepted me right off the bat. This year, it’s even better. We're all friends. I’m DEPARTMENT IS HERE TO HELP 
beet spi. B Sere a a areata YOU WITH YOUR PROBLEMS. 
eing accepted was especially important because he’s a point guard. The 
Bodine aepenite on Bae certain amount of leadership respon- IF OUR REPRESENTATIVES ARE 
rset eae ca “It can be a sticky situation, coming in as a point guard BUSY, PLEASE LEAVE A 
the way he did).” 
Wald has changed his major from biochemistry to business. He was work- RECORDED MESSAGE AND WE 
ing toward a double major at Mankato State, but the demands of taking 18 WILL GET BACK TO YOU AS 
hours a semester, as he did last year at Nebraska, were considerable. 
“Tt was just going to be too hard if I wanted to graduate on time,” he said. SOON AS POSSIBLE. 
“Over the summer and this semester, I’ve changed : my major to business. I’ve 
got less homework, and I’m happier.” 
Wald said he’s “definitely anxious” for the season to begin. “It’s been a 
year and a half since I played in a basketball game.” 
He planned to play in the ITI League i in Omaha over the summer but quit 


after one game because “it wasn’t that challenging. It was a little sloppy. It CALL MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 


almost dragged you down.” 8 A.M. T0 5 P.M. 
So he worked the basketball camps and prepared in his own way. “I’m not (CENTRAL TIME) 


petrified,” Wald said. 
He paused, then added: “Yet.” 
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Since starting as a true freshman, Troy Dumas 
has suffered through plenty of ups and downs. 
Now, in his senior year, he’s starting at 
strongside linebacker and for the first 


ootball helped Troy Dumas 
Bis to his family’s move 

from Riverside, Calif., to 
Cheyenne, Wyo. Troy says his 
father, John, an Air Force officer, 
was to be transferred, and the choic- 
es were Cheyenne or a base in 
Germany. 

Troy didn’t want to move to 
either place, Cheyenne was only the 
lesser of two evils as far as he was 
concerned. At 10 years old, however, 
he would move, like it or not. 

“T was pretty upset when I got 
there,” Dumas said of Cheyenne. “I 
had a hard time adjusting. It took a 
while, being the new kid on the 
block.” 

A while? It wasn’t until he 
reached junior high that he began to 
feel comfortable, he said. 

Among his biggest disappoint- 
ments was the lack of an age-group 
football program in which he could 
participate. His desire to play orga- 
nized football could be traced to an 
early age, and if the family hadn’t 
moved, he would have been playing 
Midget Football. As it was, Dumas 
had to settle for pick-up games with 
his older brothers, Travis and Eric, in 
a park near their home. They’d line 
up two-against-one. Travis, the old- 
est, was usually the one. 

It wasn’t ideal. But it helped them 
feel better about their new surround- 
ings. “I was never interested in base- 
ball. Football is all I wanted to play,” 
said Dumas, who finally got his 
opportunity to play in an organized 
league as a seventh-grader. 

Dumas has come a long way since 
then. He plays at the highest colle- 
giate level now, starting at strong- 
side linebacker in his senior season 
at Nebraska. At long last, he is com- 
fortable. No longer is he putting too 
much pressure on himself, the way 


time feels truly... 


he did last season. 

“This is probably the best start 
I've had since I’ve been here,” he 
said. “I’m handling it a lot better 
now.” 

Dumas has had his share of ups 
and downs since earning a letter as a 
true freshman in 1991. He was a 
safety then and played in 10 of 11 
games, as well as in the Orange 
Bowl. 

The memory of his first game at 
Nebraska is vivid. The Cornhuskers 
played Utah State, and “I was ner- 
vous,” Dumas said. “I had never 
been in front of 76,000 people 
before.” 

The experience was the realiza- 
tion of a dream, which began to take 
shape during his junior year at East 
High School in Cheyenne, after he 
received a letter and questionnaire 
from Nebraska. When Cornhusker 
coach Tom Osborne called to ask if 
he planned to attend the Big Red 
Football Camp during the summer 
before his senior year, Dumas had 
made up his mind. If the 
Cornhuskers were to offer him a 
scholarship, he would accept it. 

Yes, he told Osborne, he was 
coming to the football camp, “I had 
already decided that’s what I was 
going to do,” said Dumas. 

His father wasn’t necessarily in 
favor of his attending the football 
camp. “At the time, he thought I 
should stick to basketball,” Dumas 
said. 

Dumas played basketball as a 
sophomore and junior at East High 
but quit after one game his senior 
year, in part because he and the 
school’s new basketball coach “had 
our differences,” but mostly because 
he wanted to concentrate on prepar- 
ing for his freshman year at 
Nebraska. 


COMFORTABLE 


Dumas also competed in track 
and field. He was a two-time 
Wyoming high school champion in 
the triple jump and set the state 
record at 48 feet, 8 inches. His ath- 
leticism enabled him to set the 
Nebraska football team’s perfor- 
mance index record during strength 
and conditioning tests. He’s among 
the fastest Cornhuskers at 10 yards 
and has the team’s third-best vertical 
jump, 36.5 inches, 

His athletic ability attracted foot- 
ball recruiting attention from several 
major programs, among them 
Colorado, Wyoming, Arizona and 
Louisiana State. His family wanted 
him to stay close to home and play 
at Wyoming. But his mind was 
made up. “It was a done deal,” 
Dumas said. 

He committed early to Nebraska 
and wore a Cornhusker T-shirt 
under his football jersey and a red 
mouthpiece. Cheyenne East’s colors 
are black and blue. 

The teams for which he played — 
he was a running back and safety, 
but never considered playing offense 
in college — weren't overly success- 
ful, though East did qualify for the 
state playoffs, a rare occurrence, his 
senior year. Because of that and 
because Wyoming high school foot- 
ball doesn’t attract much major col- 
lege recruiters, Dumas said he was 
fortunate to be offered a scholarship 
by Nebraska. 

“If I hadn’t come to the football 
camp, I wouldn't have gotten the 
scholarship,” he said. 

Not only did he get a scholarship, 
he got an opportunity to play as a 
freshman in the Cornhusker sec- 
ondary. Abdul Muhammad and 
Doug Colman were the only other 
members of his recruiting class who 
See DUMAS page 30 
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hen Kelly Aspegren was a freshman walk- 
on at Nebraska, she spent almost the 
whole season on the bench. 

She played a little more as a sophomore and even 
earned a scholarship. Still, she usually found herself on 
the bench or playing defense in the back row — not 
pounding kills at opponents from her outside hitter posi- 
tion as she would have preferred. 

All the while, she had faith in her ability. 

“I wanted to do anything | could to be on the court,” 
said Aspegren, a 5-foot-11 senior. “If it was playing 
defense or serving, that’s what I'd do.” 

She's doing a whole lot more now. 

During the first week of September, Aspegren became 
the first American Volleyball Coaches Association player 
of the week for the 1994 season after her performance in 
the Mortar Board Purdue Premier Tournament in West 
Lafayette, Ind. The Huskers won all three of their match- 
es, defeating Oregon State, Kentucky and Purdue, and 
Aspegren led her team with 44 kills. She recorded only 
four hitting errors, finishing with a 
.571 hitting percentage (anything over 
.300 is considered good). 

She added 20 digs and six blocks 
and led the team with four service 
aces. 

“I was in a zone,” Aspegren said. 
“The opposing middle blockers were 
concentrating on (NU middle blocker) 
Ally (Weston), and Christy Johnson 
was setting me the ball, and I only 
had one blocker on me . . . | played 
well and everyone else played well.” 

Aspegren quickly showed that her 
performance in the season-opening 
tournament was no fluke by coming 
back the following weekend with a 
strong performance in Nebraska's 
FirsTier Invitational in Lincoln. She 
had 32 kills in the Huskers’ final two 
matches of the event, wins against 
Wyoming and Pac-10 power Arizona State. 

After Nebraska’s first six matches — all wins — she 
led the team with 79 kills. 

Aspegren said she is not surprised she has advanced 
so far, even though she admits her first two years at 
Nebraska were “very tough” at times. 

“I always knew I had the ability,” Aspegren said. “It 
was just a matter of time and getting the (repetitions) in 
all areas. I knew I had to improve in all of my fundamen- 
tals.” 

Nebraska Coach Terry Pettit said one key fundamen- 
tal on which Aspegren has improved is her arm speed 
on attacks. 

“It’s not so much speed as technique,” Aspegren said. 
“This summer, the attackers focused on raising their 
elbow and snapping down with the wrist, rather than 
using a full shoulder rotation. 

“It was tough starting over. | think every one of us 
was using the old arm swing.” 

The technical change apparently has helped 
Aspegren, who seems to be getting more velocity on her 
kill attempts. 

Pettit said she is also playing with more confidence. 

“She's always been a good athlete, and she has gotten 
dramatically better each year,” Pettit said. 

It will help Aspegren that opposing defenses must 
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“If I had gone 
somewhere 
else, it would 
have always 
been in the 


back of my 
mind: ‘Could I 
have been a 
player at 
Nebraska.” 


— Kelly Aspegren 


devote a lot of their attention to perhaps the strongest 
pair of middle blockers in the nation, Weston and 6-foot- 
3 sophomore Jen McFadden. 

Weston, a 6-0 junior, was a first-team All-American 
last season and can make a case for being the top colle- 
giate player in the nation. McFadden led the Big Eight 
Conference and was third in the nation with a 1.86 
block-per-game average. 

“Whether it’s McFadden or Weston, teams have to 
honor them,” Pettit said. 

Suffice it to say that Nebraska's setter, Johnson, has 
had plenty of options on offense. 

Aspegren was a valid option in the Husker offensive 
scheme last season. In 1993, she was one of only three 
Huskers to start every game of every match in their 25-6 
season. She led the squad with 51 service aces and was 
third with 333 digs. She finished with 214 kills and a .206 
hitting percentage, a figure that should rise this season. 

Her role in 1993 was a welcome change from her first 
two years at Nebraska. During the tough times, it 
helped that she had some under- 
standing and supportive parents. 
Dave and Pat Aspegren now live in 
Lincoln after moving from Callaway, 
a town of about 580 people in central 
Nebraska, 

“My parents were behind me all 
the way,” Aspegren said. “They said 
not to worry about anything finan- 
cially. This is where they wanted me.” 

And Nebraska is decidedly where 
Aspegren wants to be, working on 
her degree in special education (she 
has a 3.4 grade point average), trying 
to regain the Big Eight Conference 
title from Colorado, and earning a 
national title. 

At Callaway High School, 
Aspegren was an outstanding all- 
around athlete. She was a two-time 
All-Nebraska selection in volleyball 
and was an all-stater once in basketball. She set the 
Callaway High triple-jump record at 35 feet-10 1/2 inch- 
es. 

Aspegren said she was recruited by several colleges 
smaller than Nebraska — including the University of 
Nebraska-Omaha — but said “deep down” she always 
knew Nebraska was the choice. 

“If I had gone somewhere else, it would have always 
been in the back of my mind: ‘Could I have been a play- 
er at Nebraska?’” 

Since her early season success in 1994, Aspegren has 
proved beyond the shadow of a doubt that she belongs 
at the elite level. The AVCA‘s national player of the 
week honor speaks for itself. 

The honor was nice, and it boosted her confidence, 
but in the days after her selection she was looking to 
bigger and better things. 

“It’s nothing to dwell on. I have to look to the next 
tournament and keep going,” she said. “I just can’t look 
at this honor.” 

Aspegren has advanced this far through hard work, 
and she is still working. 

“There's probably a few issues left (in my game), but 
I’m working on them,” she said. “Until my very last 
match here, I'll work on fundamentals, because I know 
that’s what we need.” 


A bench player no more, All-America candidate 
Kelly Aspegren is out to prove she’s as good as advertised 


By Steve Sipple 
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DUMAS 


From page 27 


weren’t redshirted as freshmen. 
Colman, who starts at middle line- 
backer, redshirted his second year. 
Muhammad and Dumas are the 
only Nebraska seniors who haven't 
redshirted. “Sometimes, I think 
maybe I should have, as far as school 
is concerned,” Dumas said. Even so, 
he’s on schedule to graduate in the 
spring, with a degree in human 
development and the family. His 
goal is social work. When no one 
will let him play football anymore. 
Dumas played free safety his first 
two seasons and all but the last two 
games a year ago. He was a backup 
to Tyrone Byrd as a sophomore, 
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starting two games when Byrd was 
sidelined by injury. In his first start, 
against Arizona State, Dumas was 
credited with a career-high 12 tack- 
les, 

He began last season as the starter 
but, by his own admission, played 
poorly. He was burned on two 
touchdown passes during the 50-27 
victory against Texas Tech. “I was 
putting too much pressure on myself 
to do well. I was afraid of making 
mistakes. Eventually, I lost my job,” 
said Dumas. 

He regained it for the Kansas 
State game but suffered a sprained 
ankle, which sidelined him for the 
Colorado and Kansas games. It 
seemed his career had reached an 
impasse. He was worse off than 
when he was a freshman. 
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Injuries to Ernie Beler and 
Lorenzo Brinkley, the top two 
strongside linebackers, provided 
Dumas with an unexpected opportu- 
nity the week before the Oklahoma 
game. He was asked to switch from 
free safety to help shore up strong- 
side linebacker in the 4-3 defense. 
Dumas had played linebacker in the 
Cornhuskers’ “nickel” defense as a 
freshman, and there had been some 
thought of making him a linebacker 
then, 

At 6-foot-4 and 228 pounds, he 
had the size to play the position. 
And his experience as a defensive 
back covering receivers was invalu- 
able in Nebraska’s new base align- 
ment and attacking style. “It came as 
a surprise,” Dumas said of the 
switch. But a welcome one. 

“The first couple of days, I was 
pretty shaky,” he said. “I had a lot of 
coverages down; they weren't that 
much of an adjustment. But the line- 
backer stuff was harder.” 

Instead of backpedaling, he found 
himself shuffling. He had to use his 
hands more, to fend off blockers, 
and he had to get used to more con- 
tact work during practice. As soon as 
the linebackers stretch and get loose, 
they begin hitting. 

Dumas played well enough 
against Oklahoma, and he remained 
at linebacker for the Orange Bowl 
match against Florida State. “I look 
back on that game (Oklahoma) and 
there are a lot of things I don’t do 
now. I’m 10 times more comfort- 
able,” he said. 

This season, Dumas has joined 
Colman and Ed Stewart, another 
senior, to give the Cornhuskers one 
of their most athletic corps of line- 
backers. He and Stewart are both on 
the preliminary list of candidates for 
the Butkus Award, sponsored by the 
Downtown Athletic Club of 
Orlando, Fla. Trev Alberts was 
Nebraska’s first Butkus Award win- 
ner last season and went on to be the 
fifth player chosen in the NFL draft. 

The list, which initially includes 
48 of the nation’s top linebackers, 
will be reduced to 10 semifinalists in 
late October, and three finalists will 
be chosen in mid-November. 

Dumas said he would like to be 
playing football a year from now, 
but. of course,that is beyond his con- 
trol. If the opportunity to play pro- 
fessionally were to arise, he’d be 
ready. “That’s my dream, even if 
only for a little while,” he said. “I 
want to go as far as I can go.” 

After all, he’s never really wanted 
to do anything but play football. m 
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on recruiting, scouting and games, you will have 
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